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What is claimed is: 



1 1 . An email system comprising: 

2 (A) multiple email folders, the multiple email folders comprising: 

3 (Al) a group email folder having group email messages, the group email folder 

4 being accessible by each member of a predefined group; 

5 (A2) a first individual-user email folder having first-user email messages, the 

6 first individual-user email folder being accessible only by a first user, the 

7 first user being a member of the predefined group; and 

8 (A3) a second individual-user email folder having second-user email messages, 

9 the second individual-user email folder being accessible only by a second 

10 user, the second user being a member of the predefined group; and 

1 1 (B) an email application being executable by the first user, the email application 

12 further being executable by the second user, the email application comprising: 

13 (Bl) first display logic configured to display only first-user email messages and 

14 group email messages in response to the email application being executed 

15 by the first user; and 

16 (B2) second display logic configured to display only second-user email 

1 7 messages and group email messages in response to the email application 

1 8 being executed by the second user. 
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1 2. A software application for handling email messages, the application 

2 comprising: 

3 a group mail store adapted to store a group email message, the group email 

4 message being accessible by members of a predefined group; 

5 an individual mail store adapted to store an individual-user email message, the 

6 individual-user email message being accessible by an individual user; and 

7 a user interface having a first section, the user interface further having a second 

8 section, the first section being adapted to display the group email message, the second 

9 section being adapted to display the individual-user email message. 

1 3. A communication system comprising: 

2 means for providing a group email folder accessible by each member of a 

3 predefined group; and 

4 means for providing a first individual-user email folder accessible by a first user, 

5 the first user being a member of the predefined group. 

1 4. A communication system comprising: 

2 a group email folder accessible by each member of a predefined group; 

3 a first individual-user email folder accessible by a first user; and 

4 an email application executable by the first user, the email application being 

5 configured to display the group email folder and the first individual-user email folder in 

6 response to being executed by the first user. 
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1 5. The system of claim 4: 

2 wherein the group email folder has a group email message, the group email 

3 message being directed to the members of the predefined group; and 

4 wherein the first individual-user email folder has a first-user email message, the 

5 first-user email message being directed to the first user. 

1 6. The system of claim 5, wherein the email application is further configured 

2 to display the group email message and the first-user email message. 

1 7. The system of claim 6, wherein the email application comprises: 

2 a group email window configured to display the group email message; and 

3 a first-user email window configured to display the first-user email message. 

1 8. The system of claim 4, further comprising: 

2 a second individual-user email folder accessible by a second user, the second user 

3 being a member of the predefined group 

1 9. The system of claim 8, wherein the email application is configured to 

2 display only the group email folder and the first individual-user email folder in response 

3 to being executed by the first user. 

1 10. The system of claim 8, wherein the email application is configured to 

2 display only the group email folder and the second individual-user email folder in 

3 response to being executed by the second user. 



Page 39 



TKHR 190250-1130 
BellSouth® 030135 



1 1 1 . A communication method comprising the steps of: 

2 providing a group email folder accessible by each member of a predefined group; 

3 and 

4 providing a first individual-user email folder accessible by a first user, the first 

5 user being a member of the predefined group. 

1 12. The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of: 

2 displaying the first individual-user email folder and the group email folder using a 

3 single user interface. 

1 13. The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

2 receiving a group email message directed to the members of the predefined group; 

3 receiving a first-user email message directed to the first user; 

4 displaying the group email message in a group email window; and 

5 displaying the first-user email message in a first-user email window. 

1 14. The method of claim 1 1, further comprising the steps of: 

2 providing a second individual-user email folder accessible by a second user, the 

3 second user being a member of the predefined group. 
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1 15. The method of claim 14, further comprising the steps of: 

2 receiving a group email message directed to the members of the predefined group; 

3 receiving a first-user email message directed to the first user; 

4 receiving a second-user email message directed to the second user; 

5 displaying only the group email message and the first-user email message in 

6 response to an input by the first user. 

1 16. The method of claim 14, further comprising the steps of: 

2 receiving group email messages directed to the members of the predefined group; 

3 receiving first-user email messages directed to the first user; 

4 receiving second-user email messages directed to the second user; 

5 displaying only the group email messages and the first-user email messages in 

6 response to an input by the first user. 

1 17. The method of claim 14, further comprising the steps of: 

2 receiving group email messages directed to the members of the predefined group; 

3 receiving first-user email messages directed to the first user; 

4 receiving second-user email messages directed to the second user; 

5 displaying only the group email messages and the second-user email messages in 

6 response to an input by the second user. 
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